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THE QUESTION BOX 



The Wisconsin Historical Library has long maintained a 
bureau of historical information for the benefit of those who 
care to avail themselves of the service it offers. In "The 
Question Box" will be printed from time to time such queries, 
with the answers made to them, as possess sufficient general 
interest to render their publication worth while. 



THE OLDEST CHURCH IN WISCONSIN 

You will recall the little church in Ephraim where you gave us 
your historical address a few years ago. This church was built in 
1857, dedicated in 1859, and has been in continuous use ever since. 

I have wondered if there is any older church still in use in 
Wisconsin. I have gone through the records of two-thirds of the 
counties of the state and, while I have found that many churches 
were erected prior to this, these have all been superseded by later 
structures. I wonder if your staff can give me any assistance in 
ascertaining the existence of any older house of worship? 

H. R. HOLAND, 

Ephraim, Wisconsin. 

One of the oldest church buildings in Wisconsin is undoubtedly 
that known as The Old Mission on Madelaine Island. This was built 
in 1839 and dedicated in 1840 for the American Board of Home 
Missions, now part of the Presbyterian denomination. This building 
is now used for worship at least during the summer season, but has 
not been so employed consecutively, as it was closed in the fifties and 
not reopened until 1892. In 1901 is was removed to its present loca- 
tion, and restored and redecorated in 1915. 

The oldest frame church in Wisconsin was built in 1839 at 
Kellogg's Corners, now Sylvania, in Racine County, for the use of 
the Methodist denomination. So far as we can ascertain, the old 
church is still standing, but whether or not it is now used for service 
we are not informed. 



88 Question Box 

There is a country church near Waterford in Racine County 
which was built in 1846 and is still in excellent condition and in 
active use. Only last year it was thoroughly renovated at a cost of 
some $3,500 — several times as much as the original cost of the build- 
ing. This church stands in what is known as the English Settlement 
by reason of the fact that the community was largely settled by immi- 
grants from England in the early forties. The church is unique both 
in its organization and in its history. 

It is evident, therefore, that while your church at Ephraim may be 
among the older structures of the state still used for religious services, 
it cannot claim the honor of priority in this respect. 

THE FIRST MILLS IN THE FOX RIVER VALLEY 

I am preparing recollections of early days in the Fox River 
Valley and will be pleased to supply you with results of my efforts in 
this direction. I am somewhat confused on some of the items, espe- 
cially the establishment of the first saw and grist mill on the south or 
east side (my old home), of the river and across from Kaukauna. 
My friend, Mr. John D. Lawe, son of the late George W. Lawe, 
writes me that James M. Boyd and Paul Hudon dit Beaulieu, my 
grandfather, "built a saw mill along the rapid," etc. The date given 
by Mr. Lawe for the building of the saw mill is 1832. A few years 

later my father, Bazil H. Beaulieu, came in possession of both mills. 
I was told when I was a boy that the mills were originally built by the 
federal government for the use and purposes of the Menominee, as 
also of the Brothertown Indians, the latter being now scattered on 
farms on the east shore of Lake Winnebago, across from Oshkosh. 
Furthermore, I was told that the said mills were the second of the 
kind built in Wisconsin, then the territory of Michigan. Have you 
any facts or data at hand which might serve to verify or throw more 
light on the subject? 

T. H. Beaulieu, 
White Earth, Minnesota. 

With regard to the Fox River Valley mills, the earliest, both 
saw and grist, were built by Jacob Franks on Devil's River some time 
shortly after 1800. They afterwards came into the possession of 
John Lawe, and were operated by him for many years. Pierre A. 
Grignon built a grist mill on Reaume or Glaize Creek in 1810. This 
was used to provide food for the war parties of Robert Dickson in 



